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Aging
with grace

Honoring Service: Funeral Traditions 
for Military Veterans By Stokes, Prock & Mundt Funeral Chapel

The passing of a military veteran 
is a profound moment, marked 

not only by grief but also by deep 
respect for the individual’s service 
to their country. Funeral traditions 
for veterans are steeped in history, 
symbolism, and ritual, reflecting the 
honor and sacrifices made by these 
brave individuals. Understanding 
these traditions can provide comfort 
to families and friends as they 
navigate the loss of their loved ones.

Military funerals are not just a means 
of saying goodbye; they are a formal acknowledgment of 
the veteran’s service. These ceremonies serve to honor the 
sacrifices made for the nation, recognizing the individual’s 
commitment to protecting freedom and ensuring peace. 
The Department of Defense has established specific 
protocols to ensure that veterans receive the dignified 
farewell they deserve.

Casket and Burial Flag: One of the most recognizable 
symbols at a military funeral is the American flag draped 
over the casket. This flag not only represents the nation 
but also the veteran’s dedication to serving it. After the 
ceremony, the flag is typically presented to the next of kin 
as a cherished keepsake.

Honor Guard: A military honor guard is often present to 
perform ceremonial duties. This unit, composed of active-
duty military personnel, pays tribute to the deceased by 
performing rituals such as the folding of the flag and the 
presentation of military honors. Their presence underscores 
the importance of the occasion and signifies the respect 
given to all service members.

Gun Salute: A 21-gun salute is a traditional part of military 
funerals, representing the highest honor. This gesture, 
performed by a firing party, serves as a final salute to the 
deceased. The number 21 holds significance in military 
tradition as it symbolizes the ultimate respect for a fallen 
soldier.

Taps: The haunting sound of “Taps” resonates at military 
funerals, serving as a poignant farewell. This bugle call has 
been used since the Civil War and symbolizes the end of 
the day, akin to the closing of a soldier’s life. Its emotional 
weight reinforces the solemnity of the ceremony.

Religious and Personal Touches: While military traditions 
are paramount, many families choose to incorporate 
personal or religious elements into the service. This can 
include readings from sacred texts, eulogies, or even music 
that held significance for the deceased. Balancing military 
honor with personal touches helps to create a unique 
tribute to the life lived.

For many veterans, burial in a national cemetery is a fitting 
conclusion to their military journey. These cemeteries, such 
as Arlington National Cemetery, hold special significance 
and provide a final resting place where veterans can be 
honored alongside their comrades. The committal service 
at the gravesite often includes the same military honors as 
the main funeral service, emphasizing the ongoing respect 
for the veteran’s service.

Families of veterans are often eligible for specific benefits, 
including burial allowances and headstone markers. 
Understanding these options can help ease some of the 
financial burdens during an already difficult time. The 
Department of Veterans Affairs provides resources to assist 
families in planning military funerals, ensuring they receive 
the honors their loved ones deserve.

Funeral traditions for military veterans serve as a powerful 
reminder of their service and sacrifice. These rituals, deeply 
rooted in history, provide a framework for honoring the 
lives of those who dedicated themselves to protecting 
their country. For families and friends, participating in these 
traditions can offer solace and a sense of connection to 
the veteran’s legacy, ensuring that their memory lives on. 
Through solemn ceremonies, heartfelt tributes, and the 
presence of military honors, the contributions of these brave 
individuals are celebrated, fostering a lasting appreciation 
for their sacrifices.


